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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Directer of Central Intelligence 


SUBJECT : Proposed Briefing of Cangressional 
Subcommitioe oa the Agency's Use 
of the Polygraph 


i. This memorandum contnizs a racommendatios for you 
approval, Such recommendation is contained in paragraph (5). 


2. Aa you knew, in conjunction with our Legislative Liaigan 

Staff, this Off ce has been followtag closely the investigation bet.z 
conducted by the Foreign Cpecation: and GCovernniant lufermatie: 
Subceminittee of the House Comentttee on Government Operations 
on the use of the polygraph by U. S$. Ciovernment departments and 
agencies, On 24 April 1964, in ragponse te a letter from Chairioan 
John A. Moss, you established ths classified nature of Agency re 
search in this fleld and invited reoresentatives of the Sabcéranadites 
te confer personally with us on the nature and scope of such studics, 


3. Coincident with your 
but priog to its receipt by him, 
lative Liaison Staff, was givens Bi nineteen questions by 
Mr, Archibald, a member of the investigative Staff of the Sub- 
committes, with the request that he be previded with oral answe:s 
to ther. 


4. Fram our review of the proceedings of this investigation 
thus far, it hae become incrensingly appareat that the subcommittee 
hae been given « great deal of misleading, incomplete or inaccurate 
information by # number of well-istuntioned “experts, The net 
result has been the creation of an esfortunate impreasian on the 
part of many xnembers of the ‘ubcorinittee which if net correcte 4, 
could have an adverse effect on tha DC's efforts to raise the 
standards of personnel security proprvaris within the United States 
Intelligence Community. 
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5, For this reason, it is the opinion of this Office, in which 
eur General Counsel concurs, thet tre should now take the initiative 
ia limited classified briefing of salested members of the Subcon mittee 
and its investigative staff on the history, philosophy and applicatica of 
the polygraph to our personne! and aperational security progran.-s. 
Accordingly, {ft is recomrmented thet you approve the following pro- 
posed action in extension of the invitation cantained in your letter 
to Chairman Moss: 


a. Initially, we propose to invite Mr. Archibald and 
Mr. Kneu of the Subcoorrittee Investigative Staff 
te Headquarters fer a classified briefing which 
will inctude a review of the gency's research 
efforts; the histerv; philosophy and application 
of the Agency's program; ami the answers to the 
nineteen questions given we lete last week, A. 
copy of these questions and cuggested answers 
are attached for your infermetion. 


b. If it ts felt that the above is act sufficient for the 
purpose, it is thet. proposed that we extend an 
invitation to Chalemen Mose and one or two mem- 
bers of his Subconurittee, through Mr. Archibak:, 
for a similar briefing either in the Agency Head« 
quarters Building or in the offices of the Subcom: 
mittee in execative ceasion. 


Ve P 
R. LL: TITAR 
THrecter of Security 


Attachment: 
As etated 
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The recommendation in paragraph § ts approved. 


a 
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Marshall 5. Carter 
Lieutenant General, U)... 
Leputy Dlivecter of Central btclligence 
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i. Vibmt part does the polygraph play in the detection of 
deception and is personnel screening © hat part dees the 
examiner play? 


ke Polygraph (meaning maay graphs, or pictures) is an 
instrument which simultaneously records chaages in blood pres@ ire- 
palse rate, respiration and changes in perspiration. BH is used ty 
this Agency a2 an aid to investigation and laterrogation. 


it is simply a diagnostic tool which whea used by a trained 
examiner can effectively be ured us a detectian of deception technicac. 


The physiological sources tupped by the Solygraph attachreents 
are controlled by the involuntary nervous system, thus when the 
emotion of fear of being caught in a Ue is produced by the examiner's 
question or questions, the change in the catublished normal pattern 
for the individual being tested is graphically displayed on chart ¢r 
graph paper. 


In summary, detection of deception is a technique, used by 2 
qualified trained examiner employing a iia gaostic tool, the Polyprep), 
ae an aid. 


The Polygraph - Diagnostic Ajc 
The Examiner - Cualified - trained specialist 


in the Detection of decaption 
Teehuicue 
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2. In what per cent of cases is the Polygraph examinatios 
accurate ? 


There are three siajor factors invalved in Polygraph testhig, 
the Instrument, the Examiner, and the Sabject. The only infalis bie 
factor is the Inatrument. If working mechanically true and this ix 
easy to check, it is 100% accurat:, leaving the human factors, both 
fallabie, or capable of error. 


8 is therefore of paramount iepertance that this i-xamine: be 
carefully selected and carefully trained, thus minimising the faliability 
possibliity on the part of the | xarainer. 


graye 
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